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From The Chief Rabban 

A. Paul Pabón & Lady Karen 

  
Good day Ladies and Nobles.  September was another great month and what makes it even 
greater is this is the month Kerak comes out of darkness… Not that it was really dark since it 
seemed as if a lot of fun was had by all during the last two months of no Stated Meetings.  But, 
alas, it is time to get back to business.  So let’s take care of some business… While we were dark 
we have gained some new additions to our family, well maybe not new, but definitely family.  
 
Magdelisa “Magda” Moraga is back and running things for us in the front office. That means we 
have a very reliable and conscientious person to handle the public and especially our 
“Quinceaneras”. This has been an area of concern as it is and continues to be one of our major 
sources of revenue for the Temple. The qualifications needed by the person occupying this 
position are so represented by Magda that her fit has already improved the operations of the 
front office and relationships with the Hispanic community. 
. 
Juan Sarabia and Patty Cabrales are back and in the cleaning department. Your concerns have 
been heard loud and clear and the difference they have already made is incredible. I think with 
a little more work, our Temple will be the caliber of building we can again be very proud of. I 
am personally quite impressed at how beautiful and fresh our Temple is after just a short while 
with Juan and Patty at the helm. We are planning on some improvements to the dining area 
and business area of our Temple in the foreseeable future. 
 

Okay, let’s talk fun! Your Chief Rabban and Acting 
First Lady celebrated their tenth anniversary on 
September 9th and brought the date in with a 
dinner cruise aboard the MS Dixie, on Lake 
Tahoe. We danced and ate deliciousness and 
might have had an adult beverage or two, or 
three… Your Chief Rabban surprised the acting 
First Lady with a beautiful necklace he had made 

for her, so guess who is not spending time in the dog house. Yep! A happy wife… A happy life. 



 
 
Then it was off to attend the Rainbow meeting at Carson Lodge on September 19th. I had asked 
our Nobles if they would help in surprising Ms. Lily Irvin, Worthy Advisor for Carson Assembly 
No.7. The youth leader who presides 
over the meetings where the girls attend 
to business and the workings of the 
Rainbow Assembly is called the “Worthy 
Advisor”. Ms. Lily Irvin is one of our 
Shriner Hospital children who has 
received numerous operations and, in 
part, has become the young lady she is 
today as a result of our Shrine. The 
response was overwhelming by our 
Nobles and Lily could not have been 
more surprised. It sure feels good being 
a Shriner.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Then it was time to get ready for our Hawaiian luau at the Temple. We had over seventy 
Nobles, Ladies and friends at this event and what fun it was. I was surprised to see the famous 
“Wanna-Haka-Lugi” tribal dancers were part of the entertainment. One of the more handsome 
tribal dancers looked very familiar and I was told the Acting First Lady actually kissed this very 
handsome “Lugi”.  I didn’t see her kiss him, so if anyone has a picture I could probably get a lot 

of mileage with it. And the food, WOW! Our Assistant Rabban, 
Cody “The Coconut” Conway sure knows how 
to “lei” out a spread. We had coconut rice, 
pineapple fried rice, kalua pork, teriyaki 
chicken, salad with a ginger sesame dressing, 
dessert was of course banana pudding and a 
coconut taro root pudding. I personally paired 
this meal with… what else… coconut rum. If 
you were at the luau you know what a great 
time it was.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Stated Meeting was well attended and it was sure great to see many we had not seen in a 
long while. The business meeting was short and many retired to the dining area afterwards for 
more fellowship and adult beverages. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you all at our next Stated Meeting, on October 25th, where 
the First Lady and I are planning a “Lady and the Tramp” theme. Bring your Lady as they will 
receive a self-defense class to protect themselves from Tramps.  
 

 
 
The world is becoming a scary place, so let’s make it even more scary for the Tramp that 
decides to take advantage of your Lady… To quote Mr. “T” - I pity the fool. 
 
   
Paul 



 

 
 
 

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER 
 
 
 

I WANT TO EXPRESS MY GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION FOR THE 206 MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE PAID THEIR 2018 DUES, AND THOSE WHO HAVE CAUGHT UP THEIR 
2017 DUES AND 2018 DUES.  CURRENTLY KERAK SHRINE HAS 506 MEMBERS. 
THAT IS A PRETTY GOOD PERCENTAGE OF THOSE PAYING EARLY. 
 

AS A FINAL NOTE, WE WISH TO EXPRESS OUR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE FOR THOSE 
WHO GAVE “EXTRA” DONATIONS, NOT ONLY TO THE HOSPITAL, BUT 21 OF THE 
206 WHO HAVE PAID, HAVE GIVEN GENEROUSLY TO OUR KERAK SHRINE TEMPLE. 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU THANK YOU. 
 
EVEN THOUGH OUR MEMBERSHIP IS NOT WHAT IT USED TO BE YEARS AGO, OUR 
EXPENSES ARE STILL THERE. EVERY EXTRA DOLLAR HELPS. 
 
GUESS THAT’S IT FOR NOW, HOPEFULLY SEE YOU AT THE NEXT STATED MEETING 
OCTOBER 25TH.  
 
P.S. PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL IN YOUR RESERVATIONS. IT REALLY DOES HELP 
US TO PLAN FOR THE DINNERS. 
 
YOURS IN FAITH, 
HOWARD B. ELSFELDER – TREASURER 
 
 
 



 
Kerak Shrine “Acting” First Lady’s Message 

October 2017 
By Lady Karen Pabón 

 
First Lady’s Project – Assistance to the Comprehensive Cerebral Palsy 

Center, Shriners Hospitals for Children, Northern California 
 
We continue to grow the First Lady’s project fund.  Over the course of 
the first nine months, we have accepted donations of more than $12,500.  
Most of this has been thanks to the generous donations of the nobility and 
their families. I am very grateful to you all.   

 
Here’s to hoping everyone had a very nice summer.  Paul and 
I were able to get in a lot of camping with family and friends.  
Every trip was so enjoyable! 
 

We ended the summer and started the new season of Shrine stated 
meetings with a fabulous Hawaiian Luau.  What a great time!  Assistant 
Rabban Cody Conway did an outstanding job at cooking authentic luau 
food…Delish!  
 
The Wanna-Haka-Lugi Tribe was flown in to do their ancient tribal dance 
for our entertainment. Everyone enjoyed seeing these warriors in their 
tribal costumes and showing off their native dance.  There couldn’t have 
been more laughs! 
 
                            

 

                                                  



 

                                                  
And, how about those robo-calls from your Chief Rabban?  So amusing! 
 
A CALL FOR HELP – as we plan for the upcoming year, I encourage 
everyone, especially the Ladies, to provide input and suggestions for 
dinner themes, ladies activities and fundraising ideas.  I also welcome 
anyone’s help in preparation and set-up for the dinners.  Please contact 
me via email, kjpabon@aol.com or phone/text, 775-722-4133. 
 
As a future fundraiser for the First Lady’s projects, we are looking at 
compiling and selling a Kerak Shrine Ladies Cookbook.  Please send 
recipes to Samantha Conway at sam@udella.com.  
 
Here’s the updated Ladies’ calendar:   
 
Oct 25 Lady and the Tramp spaghetti and 

meatballs dinner. 
 The ladies will receive a lesson in self-

defense (to protect us from those 
“Tramps” out there) and shop for self-
defense products. FUNdraising will be a 
“chance to win” with a different twist, 
Be Prepared 

  
Nov 15 Chief Rabban and Chief Rabban’s Lady’s night, no stated 

meeting, just fun, fun, fun.  
 
Dec 20 Christmas prime rib dinner. 
 This dinner will also be in recognition of the Hospital 

drivers; the Rainbow girls; and the Temple’s staff.  The 
ladies will have an ornament exchange. The FUNdraiser – 

TBD 
                           

Happy Nevada Day and Happy Halloween! 
 

 
             

 



 

2017 KERAK SHRINE CLUBS AND UNITS 

 

 

CLUBS 

 
 

Crescent Club 
 

David Thiel P.P. 775.530.3151 

EL-KO 
 

Reed Moseley 775.934.9759 

Inyo-Mono 
 

Bob Hayner 760.876.5402 

Kit Carson Valley Shrine Club 
 

Mike Chapton 775.392.3102 

Pizan Switch Mike McCurry 760.937.2204 

 

 

UNITS 

 
Arabians Greg Adams 775.722.3075 

Arabian Knights Chris Shoemaker 775.400.1369 

Golf Club Tom Buntin 775.827.3930 

Greeters Laird Stortz 775.883.6305 

Karavaners Dwain Thornton 775.527.1163 

Klowns Nathan Digangi 775.230.1870 

Moonshriners Todd Williams 775.240.1286 

Motor Kart Unit Michael J. Fox P.P. 775.742.1867 

Honda Hot Shots Merged W/ Motor Kart Unit  

Over The Hill Gang A. Paul Pabón 775.720.4097 

Patrol Bob Pohlman 775.782.8982 
Provost Marshal Rod Stahl 775.846.2140 

Rod & Gun Club John Little 775.771.9420 

Stagecraft David Hamilton 775.376.4040 

Wrecking Crew Jim Paullo P.P. 775.338.9951 

 



 
 

Kerak Shrine Golf Club 

A Social Club That Plays Golf 

 

Sierra Sage in Stead was the site of our September meeting preceded by a tournament. The 

weather was perfect for golf, the course was in great shape and we had an extra bonus watching 

the Reno Air Races being conducted next door at the Stead airport. 

The meeting was held in the clubhouse restaurant after the tournament with food and drinks, 

results of the tournament and discussion mainly of our Club Championship tournament to be 

held in October.  

The plan for the Club Championship is that we play Eagle Valley East golf course on 

Thursday the 19th, then the next day on Friday the 20th we play Empire Ranch.  If you don’t want 

to play two days in a row, you can play Eagle Valley East on Tuesday and bring your score card 

with you when you play Empire on that Friday. The main point is that you must play Eagle and 

Empire in order to qualify for Club Champion. 

After all have finished playing Empire on the 20th, we’ll gather in the clubhouse restaurant 

for food and libations, awards and good ole Shriner camaraderie. 

Prior to the meeting with a 9:00 T-time, 13 of us played a tournament with Dan Venters 

coming in first with a net 66.  Larry Snearly, Klaus Wohlgemuth and John Reed followed in the 

next three places. Closest-to-the-Hole honors went to Dan Venters on the front nine and nobody 

hit the green on the back. 

Our last regular scheduled 2017 golf tournament was to be played at the Sunridge Golf 

Course in South Carson City. This was the first time the club has ever scheduled this course and, 

as it turned out, only John Reed and Jim Walsh braved the rain, hail, wind and cold to play all 18 

holes. The other eight played a few holes, warmed up in the clubhouse, then headed home.  We’ll 

try it again when the weather is better. 

The Club Point System has been updated through the Sunridge tournament and is only 

waiting for the Club Championship tournament to finalize the points and announce the Golfer of 

the Year. You can check your own points by referring to our website. 

 

2017 Tournament Schedule 
 October 19 & 20 (Thurs & Fri)……… Eagle Valley / Empire Ranch ** 

 November 1 – 5 (Wed – Sun)…………Mesquite *** 

** Club Championship 

 *** Points N/A 

  

Next Monthly Meeting – Napa Sonoma – Thursday – October 12th 

 

The 2017 Kerak Shrine golfing season for the Club is over, but we’re still looking for 

Shriners who would enjoy playing some fun golf with fellow Shriners. If interested, contact 

President John Reed, 825-2557, john.w.reed@charter.net, or Secretary Tom Buntin, 827-3930, 

nitnub@sbcglobal.net. 

All pertinent golf club information is on the Kerak Golf Club website – 

http://webpages.charter.net/jwreed, then click on the fez and check it out. 

 

***************************************** 

mailto:nitnub@sbcglobal.net
http://webpages.charter.net/jwreed


 

SHRINER 

Clubs & Units… 

Why? 
 
We are recognizable by the fezzes we wear and the little cars we drive in 
parades. But even with 300,000 members in seven countries, not everyone 
knows what the Shriners are really about. 
 
Back in 1872 in New York City a couple of guys, Dr. Walter Fleming and William 
Florence, who were Masons, wanted to find something they could do that 
involved the family and fun. The Shriners came into existence and that is what 
they were all about “Family and Fun”.  
 
That is until 1922 when the Shriners found their calling, their purpose. Polio was 
running rampant and children were being affected at epidemic rates, so the 
Shriners built the Shriners Hospital for Crippled Children, known today as 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. We now have 22 such hospitals in the world, 
and they treat children for cleft pallet, burns, spinal injuries, orthopedics and 
much, much more. 
 
Within the Shrine, Clubs and Units evolved to serve the primary purpose of 
“Shrinerism” (I just made up that word, but it seems to fit) of family and fun and 
also serve the Shriners Hospitals for Children.  
 
How does making booze, driving off road vehicles, playing golf, shooting guns 
and catching fish, or any of our other Clubs and Units help the Shriners Hospitals 
for Children? The answer is Membership. The more we grow as Shriners the 
more we can do. Currently the Shriners Hospitals for Children is the greatest 
philanthropy our world has ever seen. But we can only sustain this great cause 
by continuing to exist, and that means membership.  
 
All of our Clubs and Unit need to take a long hard look at the reason for their 
existence. If the words family, fun and to help our children is not part of your 
Clubs or Units reason for being, then you truly need to add those qualities and 
start growing in membership. Which means more Shriners and more Shriners 
means more family, more fun, and helping more children. 



 

 
Every Club and Unit is a blessing to humanity. The blessing is that we are about 
family, the blessing is that we are about fun. The blessing is that your existence, 
your reason for being, is that you help the most innocent of souls on earth, the 
children of the Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
 
Arabians, Greeters, Klowns, Patrol, Motor Kart Unit, Honda Hot Shots, Provost 
Marshal, Stagecraft, Wrecking Crew, Moonshriners, Over The Hill Gang, Arabian 
Knights, Karavaners, Crescent Club, Golf Club, Rod and Gun Club, EL-Ko, Inyo-
Mono, Pizan Switch, Kit Carson Valley Shrine Club…  

GROW! GROW! GROW! 

 

 

 



 

 

The Kerak Kourier is Rocketing 

into the 21st Century 

 
The Kourier will be going digital for cost saving reasons. 

Please follow this link: http://www.kerakshrine.com/news-

events/kerak-kourier/ekourier-request to ensure you don’t 

miss a single issue. No Bucks… No Buck Rogers 



 

 

 

 
We are adding a new page to the Kourier to advise everyone of various items that 

are going on around the Temple, Hospital, etc.   

 

 

Announcing some changes to the Kourier  
 

The Pabóns and the Conways are helping with editing and publishing of the Kourier.  

Please send submissions to kourier@kerakshrine.com by the Friday after the Stated 

Meeting.  This will allow time to report on items happening at the Stated Meeting 

and generally anything happening in the month.  The Kourier will be published as soon 

as possible thereafter.   

 

 

Support for the First Lady’s Project 
 

Starting October 15, Precision Diamonds Jewelry store is supporting the First Lady’s 

Project by donating all proceeds from watch battery replacement services.    If you 

have watches that need batteries replaced or need watchband links removed, please 

visit Victor and Candy at Precision Diamonds, 4145 S. Virginia Street, Reno.   

 

 

Parade schedule 
 

Nevada Day Parade, Carson City October 28, 2017 10:00 AM 

 

Veteran’s Day Parade, Reno November 11, 2017 11:11 AM 

 

Christmas Parade, Sparks December 2, 2017 1:00 PM



 

HONOR OUR VETERANS 

 
 
 
FOR MUCH TOO LONG WE HAVE NOT PARTICIPATED IN THE VETERAN’S DAY 
PARADE. WHEN I ASKED WHY, I WAS TOLD THAT THERE HAS NOT BEEN 
ENOUGH INTEREST. I FIND THIS HARD TO BELIEVE WHEN SO MANY OF OUR 
NOBLES SERVED THIS GREAT COUNTRY OF OURS. YOU EITHER SERVED OR 
KNOW SOMEONE WHO SERVED.  
 
THIS BEING THE CASE, KERAK SHRINE TEMPLE WILL PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
PARADE EVEN IF WE ONLY HAVE ONE ENTRANT. THE “OVER THE HILL GANG” 
WILL BE OUT IN FORCE SHOWING OFF SOME AMERICAN OFF ROAD VEHICLES… 
WHAT COULD BE MORE AMERICAN THAN OLD JEEPS, A FEW CHEVYS, FORDS, 
AND YOU NAME IT… WE WILL HONOR OUR VETERANS. 
 
THE PARADE MARCHES THROUGH THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN RENO AND 
HONORS THOSE WHO HAVE SACRIFICED TO PROTECT OUR COUNTRY. ALL GAVE 
SOME – SOME GAVE ALL! 
 
THE PARADE WILL TAKE PLACE SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2017), RAIN OR 
SHINE. IT STARTS AT APPROXIMATELY 11:20AM AND ENDS BETWEEN 1:00PM-
2:00PM. THE PARADE GOES NORTH ON VIRGINIA STREET FROM THE VIRGINIA 
STREET BRIDGE AT 1ST STREET AND MARCHES NORTH TO 5TH STREET. 
 
THE PARADE IS PRECEDED BY A TRADITIONAL OPENING CEREMONY AT THE 
VIRGINIA STREET BRIDGE. THE CEREMONY BEGINS AT 11:11AM (THE 11TH 
MINUTE OF THE 11th HOUR OF THE 11TH DAY OF THE 11TH MONTH) WITH A FLY 
BY AND CONCLUDES WITH A WREATH TOSSING AT 11:20AM. 



 



 



 



 

 
 
 

  SIERRA SWING DANCE BAND 
  VOLCALIST RONDA SHEN                                                 

October 15, 2017 
Finger Food (Halloween Sweets & Treats) 

No Host Bar (Beer, Wine, Well Drinks & Sodas) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
CORKY BENNETT & THE 9TH STREET BAND 

Line Dance, Country Songs, their usual dance selections 

 November 12, 2017  
              No Host Bar (Beer, Wine, Well Drinks & Sodas) 

Pot-Luck Dinner   
Vernice will provide Spaghetti & Homemade Meat Balls 

If you bring a pot luck dish you will be entered in the drawing. 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^                                                                                                        

 
 

Doors Open 2:00 pm Dancing 2:30 - 5:00 pm 
For both dates                                                                                               

Location for all dates for both bands:  
 Kerak Shrine Center 4935 Energy Way Reno 

Additional Parking Across Street 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
RSVP helpful, not necessary.  Info contact: Vernice 

775 425 5756. Leave message 
Or email preferred Email  verniceds@aol.com,     

 
Cost for Both Dates is $10.00 per person

mailto:verniceds@aol.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=BwXdOZpE&id=D8FCE408AB7441C4EE42FC3F36DBC31D64F9FC69&thid=OIP.BwXdOZpEsasQOSvBWLw8tgDrEs&q=swing+dancing+clip+art+free&simid=608043198790961615&selectedIndex=94


 



 

PATIENT LETTER 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Tom Jones advised he dropped the price to $9,500 or best offer, until sold. 



 



 

 

 

The Pit Shop has now taken over the Kerak 

Shrine’s Fleet Services! 

Visit the Pit Shop for your automotive needs and 

when you tell them you’re a Shriner, you’ll get a 

special discounted rate! 



 

 

FACTS ABOUT SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL 
 

 Shriners International is a fraternity based on fun, fellowship and the Masonic principles of 

brotherly love, relief and truth.  

 Shriners International is open to men of integrity from all walks of life.  

 Today, there are approximately 310,000 Shriners belonging to 194 temples (chapters) in the 

United States, Canada, Mexico, the Philippines, Germany, Puerto Rico and the Republic of 

Panama.  

 Shriners International is the fraternity that founded and continues to support Shriners Hospitals 

for Children  . The hospitals provide pediatric specialty care to children with orthopedic 

conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate. All care and services are provided 

regardless of the patients’ ability to pay.  

 Mecca Shriners was the fraternity’s first temple (chapter) founded in New York City in 1872.  

 The fraternity’s unique theme comes from founders Billy Florence, an actor, and Walter Fleming, 

a physician. They wanted the fraternity to have a vibrant backdrop. Florence conceived the near 

Eastern theme after an Arabian party he attended in France.  

 The red fez is one of the fraternity’s most distinctive symbols. It derives its name from the place 

where it was first manufactured, Fez, Morocco. The fez was chosen as part of the Shriners’ near 

Eastern theme, which is the basis for the color and pageantry of the organization’s events.  

 Famous Shriners include Gerald Ford, Arnold Palmer, Brad Paisley, Eugene "Buzz" Aldrin, Jr., John 

Wayne and Sam Hornish, Jr.  

 Shriners received mini-Corvettes in the early 1970s when GMC manufactured them to promote 

the Stingray Corvette. They began using them in parades and competitions to bring attention to 

their charitable works.



 

The 

Black Camel    

 

In Memory of our departed 

Brother Nobles 
 
 
My Brethren, the roll of the workmen has been called, and one Master 
Mason has not answered to his name. He has laid down the working tools of 
the Craft and with them he has left that mortal part for which he no longer 
has use.  
 
 
 
 
 

Francis Farr 
 
Earl Banks 
 
Eric Madison 

 March 25, 2017 
 
July 4, 2017 
 
August 19, 2017 

 Perry Hubbs 
 
Galen Mitchell 
 
William Aydelotte 

 April 1, 2017 
 
July 4, 2017 
 
October 3, 2017 

 
 
 
His labors here below have taught him to divest his heart and conscience of 
the vices and superfluities of life, thereby fitting his mind as a living stone for 
that spiritual building -- that house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 



 

 


